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Auckland City Mission renamed Home Ground
On 28 April Chris Farrelly, our guest
speaker, from the Auckland City Mission
had everyone spellbound about the
amazing work that his team plus thousands
of volunteers do for those in need in
Auckland and Northland. He began with a
run down of the history of the Anglican
Mission that was established after the first
world war to aid those devastated by the
conflict. There was no state support for the
returning damaged soldiers.

Homeless, Hunger and Health. Half of the
homeless in NZ live in Auckland on the
streets and under bridges. It was amazing
to hear that every attempt is made to know
everybody by name so the aim is to hit the
streets and connect. 25% of the homeless
are now women and all have been abused.
We are called , he said , along with the
Methodists, to provide homes.

150 breakfasts and lunches are provided
daily with love and these days the food
During the depression of the 30’s emphasis traditionally donated is bought. Today the
was on aiding families and children who
Mission has 2,000 patients, detox beds, and
were running around homeless and in the
is a major health provider.
40’s care of the elderly became the focus
Recently the Mission has changed it’s
that resulted in the establishment of the
name to Home Ground and has purchased
Selwyn Village that opened in 1950. In the
a new premises that will provide extensive
80’s,during the Aids epidemic, the first
wrap around services. The cost of $90+
Hospice, Herne Bay House, was built for
million has been largely covered. Miracles
those dying of Aids.
do happen said Chris. Our doors are open
Today there are 42,000 who need assisevery day for those in need.
tance classified under the three H’s :
Revd Paula Franklin

Christ Church Council report
Christ Church Council would like to record
their deep appreciation of the work of our
late treasurer Gary Franklin who died on April
12. Gary was our conscientious and faithful
treasurer for seven years. We miss him
greatly. We welcome Jules Simons to the role
knowing she will carry on with the same dedication.
Council would also like to record a vote of
thanks to Libby who stepped down from
Council at the AGM to look after her husband
Bob who has since passed away. Bob’s help
in the kitchen with Libby and his regular bell
ringing will be sadly missed.

One successful achievement over the winter
was the cleaning out and repair of our hall
spouting– something that has not been done
for many years. The gardens benefitted from
buckets of dark ‘ mulch.’
Our electronic organ was also serviced and
may need to be replaced in the not too distant future.
An area of concern is the cost of maintaining
the sprinkler system together with back up
generator and water tank. An alternative
provider is being looked at. The legacy of an
historic building can be challenging.
Revd Heather Lindauer Chairperson

Gary John Franklin
06.07.1944 —12.04.2019
Robert Laurence Magnusson
03.07.1942 —22.05.2019

Rest in peace faithful
servants

Revd Paula Franklin preaching at Pentecost

...So today as we reflect on what we
are indeed celebrating, as we come
wearing red, as we gaze at the image
of the fire and the dove, as we thank
God for the life giving Holy spirit, the
spirit that reassures us that we are
never alone, let us take a moment so
take stock of where we in our
relationship with God, where the
spirit is leading us, and how we
might reflect Gods love to the needy
world.

Visitors appreciate and enjoy Jules Simons art work for Pentecost

Maori Service
30 June with the team from the Tai
Tokerau Pastorate presiding.

Call The Manager
For those concerned about
mental health.
A basic Counselling Skills workshop
2 November 9.30 am—4.30 pm
Church Hall Phone 094038856 to
book a place and for more
information

Pouhere Sunday 24 June.

The message today was to
honour the commandment to
love one another as Jesus
loves us.

Revd Chris Swannell used the story of
The Three Little Pigs to illustrate that
“ a wise man built his house on a
rock” Mathew 7:24, and that the
strength of the three Tikanga is in its
will to work together for good in the
name of Christ– our mooring post :
our Te Pouhere.

The theme for the Lenten Studies
was Hope. Several parishioners
got together to explore the
theme. There was much lively
debate. Thank you Judith for
organising the group.

The Collaborative Ministry Conference
It was a privilege to attend the Collaborative Ministry Conference with
Paula . The underlying theme was ‘ working together for the good of
the community’. Attending a conference which had a wonderfully
diverse array of workshops from ‘ the theology of local shared
ministry’ to Emotional Intelligence, to metaphors of groups, including
morphic fields and angels, to name a few, gave one lots to think about
and reflect on. If there is one thing that I could say I came away with
from the conference it was a desire to have a better understanding of
what calling means upon all of our lives.; to have a better understanding of our calling no matter how big or how small that calling may be.
Revd Chris Swannell

My first year as Priest by Revd Chris Swannell
On July 2019 I celebrated one year as an ordained Priest.
For me it has been a year of joyful, fulfilling ministry as I
have settled ( and am still settling) in to my new role.
Shortly after my ordination requests came in thick and
fast from blessing the new R.Tucker Thompson office, to
baptisms, land blessings, outdoor Eucharist and of
course weddings. Presiding and celebrating the Eucharist
is a very sacred and special privilege. I continually thank
God for being granted this privilege. I also thank the
congregation of Christ Church, Russell for being patient
with me as I familiarise myself with the different forms
of services.
One of the biggest joys for me was my first wedding
which happened to be my brother’s. Bruce and I are very
close. It was a magnificent family occasion, we couldn't
have wished for a better day. I still call myself a ‘baby
Priest’. I look forward to growing to maturity as I serve in
this wonderful community.

Your Local

Kia tau te rangimarie—peace

Education Coordinator: Paula Franklin

Shared Ministry Support team

was called and Commissioned on 7 July 2019:
Administrator : Roger Wyatt

Funeral Coordinator: Heather Lindauer
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Maggie Sales
Preaching Coordinator: Not filled/ team to manage role
Worship coordinator: Mary Wyatt/ Chris Swannell
Priests: Heather Lindauer, Paula Franklin, Chris Swannell

Christ Church Russell LSMU
To contact:
Administrator: Roger Wyatt
roger.wyatt@xtra.co.nz

0274907029

Postal Address: PO Box 150 Russell
Website: www.oldchurch.org.nz
Items for the newsletter to Revd Paula Franklin
gpfranklin@xtra.co.nz

News from the Pews
Something Old, Something New
In May I stayed with my cousin in Twickenham. Part of one stand of
the famous rugby ground can be seen from her back garden but she
doesn't have the slightest interest in the sport and has never been to
a game.
Closer to her heart is another Twickenham landmark-All Hallows, a
Grade1 listed church and parish of the Church of England. Its
prominent Christopher Wren designed tower is from All Hallows in
A dramatic art work for
Lombard Street, London. And houses a peal of ten bells.

Pentecost by Jules Simons

I was lucky enough to go to a bell practice and was surprised to see
how physical it was for the six bell ringers and how immaculate the
timing must be to coordinate the peels which were marked out for
the ringers like chords on sheet music. In Russell we need just one
bell ringer and when the bells of All Hallows were chiming, my
thought went to Bob Magnusson.

Snippets from Synod
The 56th Auckland Diocesan Synod was relatively quiet
Bishop Jim was preacher at opening worship “ The
world is not enough with us. Our neighbours have
stopped listening to us ...but we are with the world...in
its sorrow, beauty and joy.” On the Saturday Bishop Jim
officially resigned due to ongoing health issues.
The Bishops charge included the call to rename
Climate Change—Climate Crisis!
The plight of refugees is a focus for the St. Augustine's
Community Church based at Auckland Girls Grammar.
Youth is well represented in the Diocese.
People at Risk Services support released prisoners
Rev Chris Swannell and Maggie Sales Synod Reps

Quiz time 15 September

My cousin is part of the management committee and asked if I would
do a reading. I was delighted and a bit nervous that in the largeness
of this church my voice would be not be clearly heard nor my kiwi
accent understood.
She assured me that the congregation would love it and told me the
signature words, the homily, to say at the end of the reading.
So came the time and I walked down the flagstones in the isle,
climbed to the lectern and fronted the microphone. I could see
people in the congregation looking at me but whether that was out
of politeness or whether they were wondering how I came to be
there at all, I do not know.
In any event, these thoughts were exceedingly minor in the context
of the words from the scripture but that’s when I struck a snag. I
totally forgot what I was supposed to say at the end of the reading!
So, I relied on what I was used to and said, ‘hear what the spirit is
saying to the Church’. The Vicar said in s strong voice praise be to
God and grinned at me but I could see one or two in the congregation
almost gasp in surprise! Shock even.
Here was something different that had not been heard at All Hallows
Church in Twickenham during its entire period of lengthy existence.!
My cousin said it will be interesting to see who comments when we
went into the hall for tea. And two did. One elderly gentleman

asked me where I ‘got my signature from’ so I told him from
Russell in new Zealand and he nodded. I’m quite sure he
didn’t know where either place is. The other comment was
from the first woman to receive a PhD in Nursing in England.
She said she thought how pleasant the phrase was.
The Vicar had the final word. “ There’s a little bit of the
renegade in you,” he said with a smile “ and the church is
pleased there is.”
Winners again—the Quizzicals with runners up from the
Garden Club determined to compete again next year and
bring along more teams from the community!

So my contribution to London was saying something new in an
old way. Sandy Myhre

